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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This action is responsive to actions: original application filed 5/23/2002 



2. 



Claims 1-21 are pending. Claims 1 and 12 are independent claims 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



3. The followmg is a qMotatiom of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) whicli forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth imi this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1, 3-20 are rejected nnder 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Porter U.S. Patent No. 6,473,892 Bl filed 12/31/1998, in view of Ferrel et al. (herein after 
Ferrel) U.S. Patent No. 5,860,073 filed 7/17/1995 and in further view of Smith et al. (herein 
after Smith) U.S. Patent No. 6,052,693 filed 7/2/1996. 

In regard to independent claim 1, Porter discloses an object-oriented system for 
assembling a document (Porter Abstract), the system comprising; a plurality of terms (Porter Col 
5 Lines 21-25 i.e. words); a plurality of objects (Porter Col 7 Lines 19-27), and at least one of 
said plurality of objects including at least one of said plurality of terms (Porter Col 5 Lines 21- 
25 i.e. words); at least one of said conditions including at least one of said plurality of terms; 
wherein, then said instruction associated with said condition is executed thereby assembling at 
least a portion of said document. (Porter Col 5 Lines 21-25 i.e. words) (Porter Abstract) 

Porter does not mention each of said plurality of objects including an object tag. 
However, Ferrel mentions the story objects themselves having formatting tags (Ferrel Col 19 
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Lines 44-51). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to 
Porter, providing Porter the benefit of including object tags to identify a portion of the content 
and displaying the content as taught by Ferrel Col 3 Lines 32-38. 

Porter does not mention a plurality of grammar lines, each of said plurality of grammar 
lines including a condition and an instruction, when the condition of one of said plurality of 
grammar lines is true. However, Smith mentions a set of grammar rules and word lists (Smith 
Col 16 Lines 33-37). Smith also mentions a return of True if certain conditions are met (Smith 
Col 10 Lines 38-40). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply 
Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having grammar rules so text that have several 
words can appear in a single quoted string and can be divided into tokens as taught by Smith Col 
19 Lines 12-18. 

Iini regard to depemideEt claim 3, Porter discloses wherein at least one of said plurality of 
objects includes a fixed text portion.(?oriQX Col 1 Lines 19-21) 

Iia regard to depeEdeinit claim 4, Porter does not mention wherein at least one of said 
plurality of objects includes a visual image. However, Ferrel mentions wherein an object can be 
an image (Ferrel Col 7 Lines 60-62). ). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having an object the is an images for 
the benefit of having several object to choose from rather than text as taught by Ferrel Col 7 
Lines 60-62. 

In regard to depeedeet claim 5, Porter does not mention wherein said at least one 
instruction includes at least one of said object tags and executing said instruction includes 
inserting said object associated with said at least one of said object tags into said document.. 
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However, Ferrel mentions the story objects themselves having formatting tags (Ferrel Col 19 
Lines 44-51 and Col 31 Lines 7-1 1 i.e. styles corresponding to tags and inserted into the control). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing 
Porter the benefit of including object tags to identify a portion of the content and displaying the 
content as taught by Ferrel Col 3 Lines 32-38 and to inserting into the control so the system 
begins recurring up through node to node wherein it determines that more children exist as 
taught by Ferrel Col 31 Lines 7-2 L 

In regard to dependent claim 6, Porter does not mention wherein each of said plurality 
of grammar lines includes a grammar tag, said instruction includes at least one of said grammar 
tags and executing said instruction includes testing said condition associated with each of said 
plurality of grammar lines having said at least one of said grammar tags, and executing said 
instruction associated with said condition associated with one of said plurality of grammar lines 
having said at least one of said grammar tags if said condition is true. 

However, Smith mentions a set of grammar rules and word lists (Smith Col 16 Lines 33- 
37). Smith also mentions a return of True if certain conditions are met (Smith Col 10 Lines 38- 
40). Smith also mentions a Test condition that is performed (Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43). It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter 
the benefit of having grammar rules so text that have several words can appear in a single quoted 
string and can be divided into tokens and tested as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

In regard to dependent claim 7, Porter does not mention wherein each of said plurality 
of grammar lines includes a grammar tag and at least two of said plurality of grammar lines 
have identical grammar tags. However, Smith mentions a tag research hit that is identical (Smith 
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Col 31 Lines 62-67). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply 
Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of identical tags for a different option for research 
hits for unification as taught by Col 31 Lines 38-67 and Col 32 Lines 1-5. 

Ira regard to dependemt claim 8, Porter does not specifically mention wherein said 
conditions of said at least two of said plurality of grammar lines are mutually exclusive. 
However, Smith mentions mutually exclusive values (Smith Col 14 Lines 63). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the 
benefit of having mutually exclusive values important to the data entry step which involves 
taking a source document and placing it into an electronic document source as taught by Smith 
Col 14 Lines 48-67. 

Ira regard to deperaderat clairai 9, Porter discloses said instruction associated with said 
one of said at least two of said plurality of grammar lines including said default tag is 
executed.(Porter Abstract compiled and executed) 

Porter does not mention wherein one of said at least two of said plurality of grammar 
lines includes a default tag. However, Ferrel mentions the story objects themselves having 
formatting tags (Ferrel Col 19 Lines 44-51 and Col 31 Lines 7-11 i.e. styles corresponding to 
tags and inserted into the control and Col 42 Lines 49 i.e. default). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of including 
object tags to identify a portion of the content and displaying the content as taught by Ferrel Col 
3 Lines 32-38 and to inserting into the control so the system begins recurring up through node to 
node wherein it determines that more children exist as taught by Ferrel Col 31 Lines 7-21. 



Application/Control Number: 09/980,158 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2178 

Porter does not mention said condition of said one of said at least two of said plurality of 
grammar lines is always true or if said conditions of said remaining of said at least two of said 
plurality of grammar lines are not true. However, Smith mentions a set of grammar rules and 
word lists (Smith Col 16 Lines 33-37). Smith also mentions a retum of true or False if certain 
conditions are met (Smith Col 10 Lines 38-40 and Col 14 Lines 14-15). Smith also mentions a 
Test condition that is performed (Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having 
grammar rules so text that have several words can appear in a single quoted string and can be 
divided into tokens and tested as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

Porter does not specifically mention wherein said conditions of said at least two of said 
plurality of grammar lines are mutually exclusive. However, Smith mentions mutually exclusive 
values (Smith Col 14 Lines 63). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the 
apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having mutually exclusive values important 
to the data entry step which involves taking a source document and placing it into an electronic 
document source as taught by Smith Col 14 Lines 48-67. 

In regard to dependeot claim 10, claim 10 reflects similar subject matter as claimed in 
claim 5 and is rejected along the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claim 11, Porter discloses assembly of the document begins by 
executing said instruction .(Porter Abstract compiled and executed) 

Porter does not mention where the portion being executed is a plurality of grammar lines. 
However, Smith mentions a set of granunar rules and word lists (Smith Col 16 Lines 33-37). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing 
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Porter the benefit of having grammar rules so text that have several words can appear in a single 
quoted string and can be divided into tokens and tested as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

Porter does not mention where the grammar lines includes a <start> grammar tag. 
However, Ferrel mentions a process that begins with a start state (Ferrel Col 16 Lines 30-32). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing 
Porter the benefit of having a start tag or state so that there is a definite beginning the document 
publishing process as taught by Ferrel Col 16 Lines 30-37. 

In regard to depemdeEt claim 12, Porter discloses wherein the document is assembled 
when said instruction associated with one of said portion of said plurality of grammar lines is 
execwrerf. (Porter Abstract compiled and executed) 

Porter does not mention where the portion being executed is a plurality of grammar lines. 
However, Smith mentions a set of grammar rules and word lists (Smith Col 16 Lines 33-37).. It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing 
Porter the benefit of having grammar rules so text that have several words can appear in a single 
quoted string and can be divided into tokens and tested as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

In regard to iimdepeimdeiiit claim 13, claim 13 in addition to the following reflects similar 
subject matter as claimed in claim 1 and is rejected along the same rationale 

testing said condition of one of said plurality of grammar lines and executing said 
instruction associated with said condition if said condition is true. (Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43) 
(Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the 
apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having grammar rules so text that have 
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several words can appear in a single quoted string and can be divided into tokens and tested as 
taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

In regard to depemderat claim 14, Porter discloses wherein at least one of said plurality 
of objects includes a fixed text portion,(^orter Col 1 Lines 19-21) 

Porter does not mention wherein said at least one instruction includes at least one of said 
object tags and executing said instruction,. However, Ferrel mentions the story objects 
themselves having formatting tags (Ferrel Col 19 Lines 44-51 and Col 31 Lines 7-11 i.e. styles 
corresponding to tags and inserted into the control). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of including object 
tags to identify a portion of the content and displaying the content as taught by Ferrel Col 3 Lines 
32-38 and to inserting into the control so the system begins recurring up through node to node 
wherein it determines that more children exist as taught by Ferrel Col 3 1 Lines 7-21 . 

Porter does not mention inserting into said document said at least one of said plurality of 
objects including a fixed text portion associated with said at least one of said object tags. 
However, Ferrel mentions the story objects themselves having formatting tags (Ferrel Col 19 
Lines 44-51 and Col 31 Lines 7-1 1 i.e. styles corresponding to tags and inserted into the control). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing 
Porter the benefit of including object tags to identify a portion of the content and displaying the 
content as taught by Ferrel Col 3 Lines 32-38 and to inserting into the control so the system 
begins recurring up through node to node wherein it determines that more children exist as 
taught by Ferrel Col 31 Lines 7-21. 
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In regard to depeadeet claim 15, Porter discloses, testing said condition of each of said 
plurality of grammar lines having said at least one of said grammar tags; and executing said 
instruction associated with said condition associated with said at least one of said grammar tags 
if said condition is true. 

Porter does not mention wherein each of said plurality of grammar lines includes a 
grammar tag, said instruction includes at least one of said grammar tags.. However, Ferrel 
mentions the story objects themselves having formatting tags (Ferrel Col 19 Lines 44-51 and Col 
31 Lines 7-1 1 i.e. styles corresponding to tags and inserted into the control). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing Porter the benefit 
of including object tags to identify a portion of the content and displaying the content as taught 
by Ferrel Col 3 Lines 32-38 and to inserting into the control so the system begins recurring up 
through node to node wherein it determines that more children exist as taught by Ferrel Col 3 1 
Lines 7-2 1 . 

Smith mentions testing said condition of one of said plurality of grammar lines and 
executing said instruction associated with said condition if said condition is true (Smith Col 10 
Lines 41-43) (Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having granmiar rules so text 
that have several words can appear in a single quoted string and can be divided into tokens and 
tested as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

In regard to depeodeiiit claim 16, claim 16 reflects similar subject matter as claimed in 
claim 7 and is rejected along the same rationale 
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In regard to depeimdeinit claim 17, claim 17 reflects similar subject matter as claimed in 
claim 8 and is rejected along the same rationale 

In regard to dependent claim 18, Claim 18 in addition to the following reflects similar 
subject matter claimed in claim 9 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

testing said condition of one of said plurality of grammar lines and executing said 
instruction associated with said condition if said condition is true (Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43) 
(Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the 
apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having grammar rules so text that have 
several words can appear in a single quoted string and can be divided into tokens and tested as 
taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

Porter does not mention default tag if said condition of each of said remaining of said at 
least two of said plurality of grammar lines is not true. However, Smith mentions a set of 
grammar rules and word lists (Smith Col 16 Lines 33-37). Smith also mentions a return of true or 
False if certain conditions are met (Smith Col 10 Lines 38-40 and Col 14 Lines 14-15). Smith 
also mentions a Test condition that is performed (Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit 
of having grammar rules so text that have several words can appear in a single quoted string and 
can be divided into tokens and tested as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

In regard to dependent claim 19, Porter does not mention where the portion being 
executed is a plurality of grammar lines. However, Smith mentions a set of grammar rules and 
word lists (Smith Col 16 Lines 33-37). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art the apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having grammar rules so text that 
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have several v^ords can appear in a single quoted string and can be divided into tokens and tested 
as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

Porter does not mention where the grammar lines includes a <start> grammar tag. 
However, Ferrel mentions a process that begins with a start state (Ferrel Col 16 Lines 30-32). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art the apply Ferrel to Porter, providing 
Porter the benefit of having a start tag or state so that there is a definite beginning the document 
publishing process as taught by Ferrel Col 16 Lines 30-37. 

Porter does not mention grammar lines with a condition of true. However, Smith 
mentions a set of grammar rules and word Usts (Smith Col 16 Lines 33-37). Smith also mentions 
a return of True if certain conditions are met (Smith Col 10 Lines 38-40). Smith also mentions a 
Test condition that is performed (Smith Col 10 Lines 41-43). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art the apply Smith to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having 
grammar rules so text that have several words can appear in a single quoted string and can be 
divided into tokens and tested as taught by Smith Col 19 Lines 12-18. 

In regard to depemdeEt claim 20, claim 20 reflects similar subject matter as claimed in 
claim 12 and is rejected along the same rationale 

5. Claims 2 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Porter, in view of Ferrel et al. (herein after Ferrel), and in view of Smith et al. (herein after 
Smith) as applied to claims 1 and 13, and in further view of Atkins U.S. Patent No. 
5,875,437 filed 4/15/1997. 



Application/Control Number: 09/980,158 Page 12 

Art Unit: 2178 

In regard to dependent claim 2, Porter does not mention wherein at least one of said 
plurality of terms includes an economic term associated with a financial transaction and said 
document is a confirmation of said transaction.. However, Atkins mentions a word processor 
function (which uses words and terms) for a financial transaction for a SmartWallet or 
SmartPurse (Atkins Col 60 Lines 26-43). Also Atkins mentions a financial fimction to verify 
and confirm transactions (Atkins Col 60 Lines 13-16). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art the apply Atkins to Porter, providing Porter the benefit of having a word 
processor application the use economic terms to section functions such as application database 
functions and financial functions to verify transactions as taught by Atkins Col 60 Lines 12-17 
and 26-43. 

In regard to dependent claim 21, claim 21 reflects similar subject matter as claimed in 
claim 2 and is rejected along the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Londra C Burge whose telephone number is 703-305-8784. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather Hemdon can be reached on 703-308-5 1 86. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

AppUcation Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Pubhc PAIR, Status information for unpublished 

appHcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Or faxed to: 



(703) 746-7239 (for formal communications intended for entry) 



Or: 



(703) 746-7240 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



Or: 



(703) 746-7238 (for after-final communications) 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal Drive, 



Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (Receptionist). 




Londra C Burge 



5/20/2004 



STEPHENS. HONG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



